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      Reading Workshop! 
 

Are you intrigued by mysteries, enchanted by fantasy or fascinated 
by historical fiction? Does poetry dance off the pages for you or do tales of 
adventure and survival keep you on the edge of your seat (or bed)? 

 
In your fifth grade class this year, you will be embarking on an exciting 

exploration of literature in Reading Workshop. You will read books from a 
variety of genres including realistic fiction, narrative and expository 
nonfiction, historical fiction, myths & folklore, fantasy and poetry. You will 
share your thinking with partners, in book clubs and in your reader’s 
notebook. You might even introduce new books or authors to our class. I 
will certainly do that for you. ☺  

 
Reading Workshop provides an ideal opportunity for you to improve 

your comprehension skills, enrich your vocabulary and stretch your 
knowledge and understanding of what you read. I want you to not only love 
literature (like I do) but to take notice of how and why texts look and “read” 
differently. Why are informational texts different from realistic fiction, which 
is different from poetry? By year’s end, you will be amazed at how much 
better you understand literature and how comfortable you are at reading, 
analyzing, discussing and writing about what you read.  

 
You will do a LOT of reading both at school and at home. That is the only 

way to become a proficient reader across genres, texts and subject areas like 
math, science, even music. Reading logs will track important data for to help me 
know you as a reader. For example, I notice the number of pages your read in a 
given amount of time. I notice genres you choose, authors you like and the 
difficulty of texts you are reading. Here is a quote from a favorite author! 
 
“Never trust anyone who has not brought a book with them.”  

Lemony Snicket 


